From: Williams, Jonathan

To: Greutert, Ed [USA]

Cc: Haas, Susan

Subject: FW: Training Center Sanitary Waste Tank

Date: Wednesday, August 06, 2014 5:33:36 PM
Attachments: 2014-08-06 FMC Plant OU Training Center tank.pdf

Please review quickly. We will probably want to discuss briefly on the teleconference tomorrow with
EPA, the Tribes, and Idaho DEQ. Thanks.

Jonathan Williams

Remedial Project Manager

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900, ECL-111
Seattle, WA 98101

Telephone: (206) 553-1369
E-mail: williams.jonathan@epa.gov

From: Barbara Ritchie [mailto:BARBARA.RITCHIE@fmc.com]

Sent: Wednesday, August 06, 2014 3:29 PM

To: Williams, Jonathan

Cc: Douglas.Tanner@deg.idaho.gov; Scott.Miller@deq.idaho.gov; 'Kelly Wright'; susanh@ida.net
Subject: Training Center Sanitary Waste Tank

Please see attached.
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FMC Corporation

; Mc 1735 Market Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103
USA
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fmc.com

Transmitted Via email
August 6, 2014

Jonathan Williams

Project Coordinator

U. S. Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900

Seattle, WA 98101

Re: FMC Corporation Pocatello, ID
Unilateral Administrative Order for Remedial Design and Remedial Action
EPA Docket No. CERCLA 10-2013-0116
Training Center Sanitary Waste Tank

Dear Mr. Williams,

Following up on our telephone conversation, | am writing to notify you of an event which may result in an increased
scope to the storm water pipe cleaning in RA-A and which may impact final cap design for the CERCLA soil remedial action
at the FMC Plant OU. It will not affect site-wide grading design. Yesterday, August 5, 2014, FMC’s operation and
maintenance (O&M) contractor was supervising the pumping of a flow-through sanitary wastewater tank connecting the
restrooms and sinks in the FMC Pocatello Training Center building to a pipeline that flows to the City of Pocatello’s
wastewater treatment plant. Two waste removal (vacuum) trucks were used in that operation. After two truck-loads of
liquid sanitary wastes had been removed, the trucks returned to the site and the trucks (one each on either end of the
tank) removed the remaining liquid and began to remove accumulated sewage sludge from the bottom of the sanitary
tank. When removing the hose pumping from the port on the south end of the tank, wispy smoke was observed leaving
the end of the hose for a brief period of time (less than 10 minutes). FMC’s O&M contractor directed the work to stop.
Both trucks were emptied into portable aboveground containers at the site and the vacuum trucks were rinsed with clean
water. As you know, the wispy smoke is considered indicative of the presence of elemental phosphorus (P4), which is a
solid at ambient temperature. While no smoke was observed with respect to the second truck or its hose, in an

abundance of caution it was handled similarly to the first truck.

The decanted sanitary wastewater phase continues to settle and arrangements to handle the water phase as the first
two loads of sanitary sludge, e.g., transport by vacuum truck to a wastewater (sewer) treatment plant are being made.
This wastewater has been previously tested for TCLP metals and pH and does not exhibit hazardous waste characteristics.
While the pumping of the Training Center tank is not an element of the CERCLA remedial action, FMC proposes to manage

the sludge phase remaining in the portable containers in a matter consistent with the CERCLA Remedial Action
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Transportation and Offsite Disposal Plan, Section 2.0 — Newly Identified Wastes — and the CERCLA Remedial Action
Emergency Response Plan, Section 4.3.4 — Undocumented Subsurface Conditions (collectively, the “Plans”). Based on
currently available information, FMC proposes that the sludge be handled in the manner set forth in the Plans for
sediment removal from the storm water piping in Remedial Area (RA) A. Specifically, the Plans state “If sediment is
determined to contain P4 or otherwise be subject to management as hazardous waste, it will be shipped to US Ecology,
Grand View, ID or a licensed hazardous waste incinerator (e.g., Heritage-WTI, East Liverpool, OH), pending waste
acceptance.” In accordance with Paragraph 35 of the RD/RA UAO, FMC will ship the sludge only to a facility that EPA has
determined is operating in compliance with 42 U.S.C. § 9621(d)(3) and 40 C.F.R. § 300.440 and, if the sludge will be sent to
a facility located outside the State of Idaho, only after providing notice to the appropriate state environmental official in

the receiving state as required under RD/RA UAO Paragraph 35.b.

As a matter of background, the Training Center sanitary waste tank was previously known as the “Change House”
septic tank. This tank was identified as remaining in service in Table 4-51(n) of the Supplemental Remedial Investigation
Report (ID S9), which summarizes the remaining Underground Piping, Sumps and Structures at the FMC Plant OU. This
tank was historically used to collect and treat sanitary wastes from the old Engineering Office building, the lab/process
building (other than lab sinks), the Maintenance Building showers and the Change House until 1991, when these flows
were tied into the City of Pocatello sewage treatment plant and it ceased to function as a septic tank. In 1994, the
Training center was constructed and connected to the then-flow-through sanitary wastewater tank. Except for the
Training Center, the buildings that contained restroom facilities served by this unit have been demolished. The Training
Center remains in use, and the bathrooms and sinks in that building discharge to this flow-through tank. It currently is
referred to as the “Training Center tank.” Based on available information, the potential presence of any P4 in this tank had
not previously been identified. Given the August 5 event, FMC can only speculate that the source of the apparent P4 in
the tank (which would be minimal based on the limited smoking that was observed in one of two hoses) was likely the
Change House. In the Change House, employees showered before leaving the plant site and personnel protective
equipment may have been removed and washed. Presumably, small amounts of P4 could have been washed from boots

and other personal protective equipment.

FMC will make arrangements for removal of the remaining sewage sludge and cleaning of the Training Center tank
and containerize remaining sludges for management as described above. Following the cleaning, the tank will be
inspected and, based on currently available information, FMC would expect to prepare a RD addendum to manage the
upgradient underground line from the Change House which potentially contains P4 similarly to that in place for the storm
water piping, also in RA-A, which potentially contains P4 residues. The addendum would be envisioned to be consistent
with that work as described in Section 4.5 of the FMC Plant OU Soil Remedy Remedial Design Report and Section 3.2.4 of
the FMC Plant OU Remedial Action Work Plan Site Wide Grading Phase.
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It should be noted that FMC’s Emergency Coordinator advises that this event did not involve any release above
reportable quantities and did not create any threat to public health or welfare or the environment. FMC’s O&M
contractor, supervising the work, was wearing phosphine meters set to alarm at the OSHA permissible exposure limit
value, and no alarms occurred either during the pumping from the sanitary waste tank, pumping into the aboveground
tanks or during clean out of the vacuum trucks. All work was conducted in accordance with the Site-Wide Health and

Safety Plan.

Sincerely,
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Barbara E. Ritchie

Associate Director, EHS Remediation/Governance

cc:

Doug Tanner, Idaho Department of Environmental Quality
Scott Miller, Idaho Department of Environmental Quality
Kelly Wright, Shoshone-Bannock Tribes

Susan Hanson, Shoshone-Bannock Tribes






